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2015 BC Budget Disappoints
Canadian Bar Association, BC Branch President
Reacts to Lack of Legal Aid Funding

VICTORIA, BC - The Canadian Bar Association, BC Branch (CBABC)
today acknowledged the government’s announcement of a
balanced budget, yet remains concerned about the impact no new
funding to legal aid will have on access to justice for individuals and
families in BC.

“The CBABC has continually reiterated there is a crisis in BC due to
seriously underfunded legal aid,” said Alex Shorten, president,
CBABC. “Once again we are faced with a budget that ignores our call
for action.”

At their annual presentation to the Standing Committee on Finance
and Government Services, the CBABC again requested that the
budget include a substantial investment in legal aid services;
recommending an immediate contribution to legal aid funding of
$10 million over the next three years starting with $4 million this
year and $3 million in each of the two years following.

“For years now we have stated why legal aid matters. Today |
reiterate why legal aid matters now more than ever,” emphasized
Shorten.

“Today’s announcement recognizes the need for stable funding for
court facilities such as the expansion and addition of courtrooms in
the lower Fraser Valley. However, it is difficult to fathom how the
government could not have found increased funding for legal aid
within the almost $1 billion surplus announced for the 2014/15
updated forecast or the projected surplus of $284 million in this

fvd

MEDIA CONTACT:

Maureen Cameron

The Canadian Bar Association,
BC Branch

Tel: 604.646.7850

Email: mcameron@cbabc.org
Email: media@cbabc.org

The Canadian Bar Association,
BC Branch

845 Cambie Street
Vancouver, BC V6B 5T3

Tel: 604.687.3404
Toll-free: 1.888.687.3404
Fax: 604.669.9601
Toll-free: 1.800.669.9601

Email: cba@cbabc.org



http://www.facebook.com/canadianbarassociationbcbranch
https://en.twitter.com/CBA_BC
http://www.linkedin.com/company/the-canadian-bar-association---british-columbia-branch
mailto:mcameron@cbabc.org
mailto:media@cbabc.org
mailto:cba@cbabc.org
http://www.facebook.com/canadianbarassociationbcbranch�
https://en.twitter.com/CBA_BC�
http://www.linkedin.com/company/the-canadian-bar-association---british-columbia-branch�

budget,” questioned Shorten.
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The Canadian Bar Association is the professional organization
representing more than 38,000 lawyers, judges and law students in
Canada, including 6,700 members in British Columbia.




